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Propositions
1. In accordance with Pierre Bourdieu’s (1977) theory of practice, we need to 
consider the agents and the social processes through which they establish practices 
on the basis of an unrefl ective and seldom questioned common sense.
2. Bias is not necessarily a strategic choice; people represent and construct the 
world on the basis of their socialisation in networks and practices.
3. Infl uence is not predetermined or static in practice; it depends on the recognition 
of authority and outbreaks of violence that contradict the dominant expectations 
of order create opportunities for a change.
4. Negotiators establish barriers for others in practice and in the academy to 
enter the negotiation process. Th ey thence limit the potential of criticism by 
constructing asymmetries in knowledge that increase their authority in practice, 
putting them in a position to establish outcomes as ‘eff ective’ independent of their 
social origins.
5. Th e widespread belief in the territorial order reinforcing eff ects of the uti 
possidetis principle is largely unwarranted (chapter 2).
6. Th e practices associated with the uti possidetis principle are regularly redefi ned 
in history so that that the contemporary practices contradict some of the early 
practices (chapter 4). 
7. Boundary maintenance is the response to the fear – whether realistic or not 
– that state break-ups and the creation of nation-states are dangerous, which 
has prevailed in the practice of boundary politics since confl ict broke out after 
the territorial division of India in the early 1950s while stability followed the 
recognition of the African states’ independence in accordance with their 
colonial maps (chapter 4-5). 
8. Th e contradiction of the widespread belief in peace created an opportunity 
for the military to settle disputes in Bosnia and Herzegovina by codifi cation of 
ethnic separation aft er politicians had insisted on boundary maintenance in 
1991 (chapter 5-6).
 
9. International negotiations in territorial disputes and doctoral research have 
one element in common: you have to set boundaries. 
10. Studying confl ict resolution does not necessarily help to resolve one’s own 
confl icts.
